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1. !201&111nlurlnoo in Hﬁiﬁii¥ was ndt an achlevemeny of %he Communist
régime. It had existved before World war II and, during shat vime,
had been better organized and had rmany more faoilivies available,

£, There was only ome soccial imsurance oemver in Hungazy. This center
was 1oo?iod in Budapest zad was called ihz Trade-Union Imsurance
Conter (Szaksservesesl Térsadalombizsosisasi XOepons - SZTK). It was '
?adcr she managemens she Navional Oounsil of Trade Unioms L
Seakszervesetek Orszhgos Tandosa - 8Z0T7), To soquire social imsur-
Ance wish the SZTK, an employee paid whe SZTK shree per cemt. of his
monthly salary; until she end of 1554, only ome per cems. had been
required., The employer was required %o pay the SZTK 10 per cem4, from
an onzloyoo'l wages. Persons who did nos work for she Svase or for
privase emterprise, such as independems sradesmen, shopkeepers, e40.;
were allowed 30 Joinm she SZTK and reseive she same imsurance bemefiss
for she same amount of momey., The SZTK assured free medical and
hospital sreatment and allowed the individual #0 have medicamenss at
reduced prices. In the case of a long illness; she imdividual was
given a cersain percensage of his monbhly salary by wshe SZTK.

3. A ocentral dlispemsary was located in every dissrics of Budapest. These
dispensaries comd¥rolled she zomal dispemsaries,; each of which served
several oldy blocks. In case of illmeas, an individual was required

- %0 go0 %0 his zone dispensary or, if he was #0c 1ll, ask she zome
physiciai %0 come %0 his home. A zowe physician made a house visis
only 1f the pasient had a temperatsure of as leass 100 degrees (PF).
In such oases,; the physician ocould order the patiens %0 remain at
home for a maximum of shree days. However, im only she Kispess area
and in District XI, a pasient was allowed $0 remain as home for a
naximum of nine days. Source was $0ld shis by a physiocian but was
givenm mo explanatvion for i%. If a pasiens did nos recover in she
maximum period allowed, he was required %o -call a physician as she
dispewnsary in his districs %0 obsain permission %o remain a% home
longer. When aw individual remained as home lomger shan she maximum
"ggxggy‘{@ﬁﬁgﬁg#nission of she district physician, he was gullsy of
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absenteelsm; could lose his job, amd receive wo mowrey from %he SZTK.

4, When a patlent recovered and resurmed %0 work, he had %o present a
cersificase from his zome physiciam %o she "soclal respomsible" as .
his place of employmens. The soclal respomsible #hem filled oub
a form, svamped 1%, and she SZTK paild she individual & cervaim per-
censage of his wage for éach day he had beem sick. This percentage
was calculaved om she #o%al imcome of whe previous shree momths and
divided by the nmumber of working days im sha® period; 75 %o 85 per
cend, of %ha® average was then pald %o the imdividual for each day
he remalned away from his job. Eighty-five per cent, slck pay was
given only %0 those persons who had more shan #wo years of uninser-
rupsed employment, Whem hospisalization was required, omly 50 per
oant, of the average dally wage was paid., One IOIT'I slck pay was
the maxinum time allowed any inmdividual for a 'léxgthy illness. A%
the end of oné year, %he imdividual was required %0 resurm 40 his

ob., | /source heard that a mew social imsurance soxi
aw was %0 be Introduced %o Eivo 100 per cent, of the average dail
wage %0 workers wish at least 10 years of uninterrupted exploymens,

.5, Workers who subscribed %o the SZTK sooial insurance plan reoceived
- I 1{ er oend disocuns on presoripiions for medioimes. Unmiil
abous 9;3, nedloines had been given Ifree of oharge. Any nedloine
produced ocusside of Hungary sou.d nod be purchased with an 827X
presoripiion and no dimoount was given,

~ 6, It was difficuld %0 obsain a bed in a Budapest hospival. Whem am
individual required hospisalization, he had %o first obsain o written
reocommendation from his eone physiclan and have it approved by the
dispenapry in his dlstrlet, From a spedial office whioh had a
rig sory of avallable hospital beda; he was able 0 find ous where
& bed ocould be chiained., However, in cases of emergency, & bed was
arranged for by the ambulanoe personnel.

7. Hospitals in Budapest were overaorowded because none had beem comrs¥ruc-
ted in the lanst ten years. In addition; many of the public hospitals
had been Saken over by the Hungarian armed forces. The moss modern
hospisal im Budapest, she former Miklos Horshy Hougitll on Kusvolgyl
Road, was Saken Over by she Communis¥s for she exclusive use of Party
leaders. Dispensaries were also crowded and ome physician usually
sreated from 100 t0 200 pasienys daily. To ges proper mediocal ‘
sreatmens, an individual who could afford %5 pay wemd %o see & pri-
vate physicilan.

8. Equipmens iw bosh hospitals and dispewsaries was, im gemeral, poor
" and old-fashiomed. Although the equipment was usually cleam, it looked
very meglecved. The resulss of World War II bombings and ovher war
damage ocould s%1ll be seem 1mn %he hospisals and dispemsaries; she
walls were smoky amd the bedding and curtains ragged. Food im whe
hospisals was gererally imedible and lusufficient.

9. Alshough she SZTK assured free medical and hospisal sreasmens; phy-
slclans and nurses would nos even $alk %0 am imdividual umless %he
individual previously agreed %0 pay am addisiomal fee. This pracsice
was accepted as very natural because physiciams received as lissle gs

" 1,600 %0 2,200 forints & momth from the SZTK and had litsle spare
time, 1f any, %0 work im shelr privatve offices. Formerly, Humgarian
physiclans had regarded thelr work as a profession bus Communism has
reduced she profession %0 a mere business.

10. Medical research and %raining was far behind shas of %he Wes®. For
example, very few physicians im Humgary were able %0 recognize the
syxnptons of cancer. As im all other aspechs of educasion and research,
Sovies methods were followed. :
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